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Key figures Key figures ofof SophiaSophia AntipolisAntipolis

•• 26.60026.600 jobs jobs 

•• 1.2721.272 companiescompanies

•• 150150 foreignforeign capital capital companiescompanies (1/3  U.S)(1/3  U.S)

•• 6868 staff staff nationalitiesnationalities

•• 4.0004.000 researchersresearchers andand overover 5000 5000 studentsstudents

•• 1 800 000 m1 800 000 m²² constructedconstructed on on completioncompletion
•• 88 hotelshotels (9th (9th underunder construction)construction)
•• 55 studentsstudents ’’ residencesresidences (6th (6th underunder constructionconstruction ))

SAEM SACA
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AT THE HEART OF AN AREA OF 1 MILLION INHABITANTSAT THE HEART OF AN AREA OF 1 MILLION INHABITANTS
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A concentration A concentration ofof specificspecific competencescompetences

1.   Information technologies1.   Information technologies
300 300 coco .. / 11700 empl./ 11700 empl.

ElectronicsElectronics
Software Software developmentdevelopment
TelecomTelecom / Networks / / Networks / MultimediaMultimedia
EE--commerce / Internetcommerce / Internet

2.   Education 2.   Education andand trainingtraining
65 est. / 3 200 empl.65 est. / 3 200 empl.

fromfrom elementaryelementary schoolsschools to engineering to engineering studiesstudies

3.   Life sciences 3.   Life sciences andand fine fine 
chemistrychemistry

50 50 coco .. / 2 300 empl./ 2 300 empl.
PharmacyPharmacy
DermatologyDermatology
BiotechnologyBiotechnology
MedicalMedical imagingimaging

4.   4.   EnvironmentEnvironment andand energyenergy savingsaving
19 est. / 300 empl.19 est. / 300 empl.

FromFrom solarsolar energyenergy to new to new materialsmaterials



Michel Bernasconi

Agenda

� Sophia Antipolis has changed the economy of the
Alpes-Maritimes

� The entrepreneurial dynamic of the French riviera

� The Provence Alpes Côte d’Azur Region: A new 
frontier to face globalisation 



Michel Bernasconi

Steps of development of Sophia Antipolis
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Plateau 1 

Lay off and departure
of subsidiaries

Endogeneous

Laid-off employees
became
entrepreneurs,
Subcontracting to 
former companies

Telecom reversal

Plateau 2 

2004
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on advanced skills

Start-up Phase

Exogeneous

1974 1990

�	�
����
����������
����������
����������
��������

Attraction of French and
foreign subsidiaries and
public R&D labs

Spin-off from
labs
and reverse  
spin-off effect
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Telecom, software 
company arrival and growth
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Number of independent technology-based companies
in Sophia-Antipolis and AM

(1990-2004)
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E T  I  Demography
(1996-2004)
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Amount of VC raised by 
independent technology-based companies

22 
8 17 9 

36 

98 

54 61 

18 

0 

20 

40 

60 

80 

100 

120 

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004



Michel Bernasconi

Sophia Antipolis as an Innovative Milieu

1. High-level Educational Institutions : UNSA, EURECOM, CERAM
2. R&D centers linked or partially linked to institution s: INRIA, CNRS, 

GALDERMA, UNSA, CASA,..
3. Scientific park and innovation centers
4. Institutions dedicated to technology transfer , sme’s or innovation: Incubators, 

Anvar, University Transfer, CERAM; International venture capital Summit.
5. Key entrepreneurs or persons : P. Laffitte, Club des dirigeants, Entrepreneurs
6. Big companies with significant activities in manufactu ring and R&D : Thales, 

Amadeus, Alcatel Space, IBM,…
7. Technological policies : Telecom, Software,  Initiative Riviera Technology
8. Technological fairs GSM, Milia, SAME.

Edquist C. (1997) System of Innovation, Technologies, Institutions and Organizations, Pinter, London.
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Building a cluster

Micro Electronics

+
Software

+
Telecom

=

Secured Communications solutions
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Secured Communications solutions

• 41.000 people in IT

• 25 international groups with 6500 people in R&D (Alcatel 
Space, Amadeus, Atmel, Gemplus, HP, IBM, Philips, SAP, 
STMicroelectronics, Texas istrument,…)

• Sme industries 

• 1.200 public researchers

• 1.500 engineers graduate per year.
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Public laboratories

Large international companies

Other companies

Associations- structures interface
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ASK

ASK to deliver
700.000 contactless

cards

for Taipei

ASK is the leading manufacturer of contactless microprocessor smart cards, 
contactless paper tickets and RFID smart paper labels.

ASK offers the most comprehensive contactless product range for the mass
transit market. It includes

•contact and contactless microprocessor smart cards, 
•contactless memory cards, 
•RFID smart paper labels, 
•handheld and fixed OEM readers and couplers
•consulting for existing and future clients. 
•contactless paper tickets
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Thanks for your attention


